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1.0 Visual Impact Summary Assessment

Impact assessment.

Impact Description
Profound An impact which obliterates sensitive characteristics.
Significant An impact which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters

a sensitive aspect of the environment.

Moderate An impact that alters the character of the environment in a manner that is
consistent with the existing and emerging trends.

Slight An impact which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
environment without affecting its sensitivities.

Imperceptible An impact capable of measurement but without noticeable consequences.

Terms used to describe the quality of change are:

Positive impact: A change that improved the quality of the environment.
Neutral impact: A change that does not affect the quality of the environment.
Negative impact: A change that reduces the quality of the environment.

Terms relating to the duration of impacts as described in the EPA Guidelines are listed as follows:

Temporary impact: Lasting one year or less.
Short-term impact: Lasting one to seven years.
Medium-term impact: Lasting seven to fifteen years.
Example

Operational Visual Impact Assessment:

Slight / Moderate, Short term Negative impact.

View Location points.

2.0 Operational Impact Assessment.

Site 3. Site 4. Site 5.
View 1 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
View 2 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
% Imperceptible
View 3 Imperceptible Not Visible Moderate
Slight
View 4 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Slight
View 5 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate

Slight




View 18 Not Visible Moderate Significant Not Visible
Negative / Short term

View 19 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Slight
Positive

View 20 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Significant
Negative / Short term

View 21 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Slight

View 22 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible

View 23 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible

View 6 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
View 7 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
% Imperceptible
View 8 Slight Not Visible Moderate
View 9 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Significant
Negative / Short term
View 10 Moderate Not Visible Not Visible
Positive % Imperceptible
View 11 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate Slight
View 12 Not Visible Moderate Significant Not Visible
Negative / Short term
View 13 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
% Imperceptible
View 14 Not Visible Not Visible Moderate
Positive
View 15 Moderate Not Visible Not Visible
Slight
Positive
View 16 Not Visible Not Visible Not Visible
View 17 Moderate Not Visible Not Visible

Slight







